
Play Equipment
What type(s) of play elements do you like? What type(s) do you feel would best fit your space? It could be 
helpful to think in terms of textures, sounds, colors, and materials as you select components for your space.

Look + Feel

How do you want visitors to feel when they visit your playground? It could be helpful to think about what 
defines and unifies your community. Is there a prominent industry (e.g. farming) or special attraction (e.g. 
armed forces base) that serves as the principal identity for your community?

Visitors

What age group(s) will your playground serve and how will the components you select address inclusivity? 
Inclusivity doesn’t just happen. Planning for how your playground will address and promote equality among 
all visitors will ensure everyone feels welcome.
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This is the first document in our Plan 
to Play™ System for designing and 
building recreation spaces.

Use it to think about your space and 
how you can use it most effectively, 
to brainstorm designs or just to make 
sure you haven’t forgotten anything.

After you’re finished, you can send it 
back to us at the email address below 
and a member of our sales or design 
team will contact you to go over your 
selections.
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Surfacing

What type of surfacing do you like? If you have other spaces with play components, what surfacing is 
used there? It can be helpful to think about elevations when deciding what surfacing is most appropriate. 
Remember that materials can have significantly different impact attenuation ratings.

Shade

Are you planning to construct your playground in an area with lots of mature trees that will provide a lot 
of shade? Are there any areas in your space where there is no natural shade at all? Skin cancer is the most 
common cancer in the United States, and good UV hygiene habits begin as children.

Playground Components

Modern

Classic post + deck systems that 
take whatever kids and weather 
can throw at them.

Rocks + Ropes

Precast concrete rocks and mind-
bending nets that take play to the 
next level.

Wooden

Sometimes the best solution is 
the warm, natural look and feel of 
wood.

Musical Instruments

Sound, rhythm and collaboration 
come together to help children and 
adults express themselves.

Surfacing Types

Poured-in-Place

A combination of rubber granules 
and a cushion layer of shredded 
rubber bonded with a polymer

Bonded Rubber Mulch

Shredded rubber mulch blended 
with polyurethane adhesive binders

Engineered Wood Fiber

Wood fibers that create a loose fill 
surface that “knits” together
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Site Considerations

Components

What type(s) of gathering area(s) are in your space? How can you best promote appropriate usage in those 
area(s)? Shelters, tables and benches all signal pauses that are just as important in recreation as play or 
exercise and foster interaction and community connections.

Look + Feel

What style of site amenities do you like? How will those amenities contribute to the overall feel of the space?

Visitors

How can you make your space appealing to different demographic and age groups? Adults like having fun 
too! Making sure your space addresses their needs as well is a great way to ensure consistent, appropriate 
usage. Outdoor fitness components are worth their weight in gold.

I Want to Know More About:

I Have Questions About:
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Preliminary Layout

Sketch, color, scribble on this page to 
think about how different components 
and amenities will work together in your 
space.

It could be helpful to think in terms of 
flow, traffic patterns, and existing site 
conditions.

Site Shape:

Site Dimensions:              x              ft

Not much of an artist? Send us an email or give us a call and we’ll design your space for free!
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